MacBeth, William Wallace and Rob Roy:

A History of the Independent Kingdom of Scotland

History 390 Salisbury University, Fall 2005

TR 2-3.15,  Henson 101
Professor: 
Kristen Walton

Office Hours: 
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Office Location: 386 Holloway Hall

Phone: 
x36502

E-mail: 
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Course Description and Objectives: 

WHY A COURSE ON SCOTTISH HISTORY?

In July 1999, a Scottish Parliament was held for the first time since the Union of Great Britain in 1707. Scottish devolution has loosened the ties that bind together the two independent kingdoms that were made one in the eighteenth century.  Before 1707, Scotland was a country in its own right, which at times (as noted by the new NY Times best seller, How the Scots invented the Modern World) achieved a significance greater than any other country of its size within the European political scene.  In addition, circumstances peculiar to Scotland allowed the realm to develop uniquely within Europe.  Many historians have argued that medieval Scotland shows the earliest roots of nationalism of any western country, with the Wars of Independence and the Declaration of Arbroath in the early Fourteenth century.  A string of royal minorities through the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries forced the Scottish parliament and government onto divergent paths from similar bodies in England and France.  Scottish history is often studied as peripheral to that of its southern neighbor, England, but until 1603, the two histories converge only with wars and diplomacy.  Even after the Union of The Crowns, Scotland is studied only through the eyes of England, and the problem of multiple kingdoms is recognized largely in relation to the English concerns.

Scotland has recently entered modern pop-culture with movies such as Mel Gibson’s Braveheart and Liam Nieson’s Rob Roy.  Other signs of interest such as the enduring popularity of Shakespeare’s MacBeth and the tragedies of Mary, Queen of Scots, show the constancy of the Scottish legend.  These legends, though, are based in history and that history portrays a small country that was never permanently conquered.  A country that was able to retain its own rights until it voluntarily joined with its southern neighbor.  Why did Scotland agree to give up its parliament and its independence in 1707 in favor of the United Kingdom of Great Britain?  By studying the growth of the kingdom and nation of Scotland from its roots to its end, we can gain insight into the changing nature of a medieval realm.  Scotland is a land of mist and mystery, of blood and warfare, of intellect and religious fervor, of Kilts and golf and whisky.  In this course, we will explore these aspects of the fascinating small northern kingdom.

Course Requirements:

Assessments:

Assessments:

Geography quiz 
5%

Mid-term examination 
 20% 



Class Participation
10%

Class Presentation
10% 


Final Examination
30%

OPTION 1: One 12-15 Page Research Paper (can be used for Registration with History 

Department).  This Paper requires the use of primary source material.
25%

OPTION 2: Three 3-5 page reaction papers in response to the readings in the class. (7.5%, 7.5%, 

10%)

Your class grade will include one in class presentation that must involve the use of at least one outside book/article related to the day’s assignment.  Using primary source material is heartily suggested, though not required.  In addition, your presentation will require use of the “smart classroom” via power point or another style of supplementation.  The dates for the examinations are firm.  I rarely grant extensions for papers.  If you have any problems with the examination or the paper due dates, please speak with the Professor in advance of said date.  There will be NO extensions on the day.  You will always find me much more reasonable when you give me advance notice.  All assignments are due as noted on the syllabus.  If we will be discussing a topic on a particular day, I will specify the exact reading for that day the class before. I expect each of you to arrive prepared for class and to support each other.  Participation means active, not passive “citizenship” in the class.  Class attendance will count toward the participation grade.  More than three absences during the semester will result in your grade being lowered (in other words, a grade of “A” will become a grade of “B”) (each additional absence after 3 will continue to lower your grade).  With regard to the research paper, if you would like it to count for one of the History Department required papers, it should be 12-15 pages and utilize at least one primary source.  

Writing Across the Curriculum

Learning to write is one of the most important skills you can learn at college.  As a result, this course, in conjunction with Writing Across the Curriculum, will require writing from each and every one of you in the forms of papers, essay exams (there will be NO multiple choice exams), and class notes and periodic exercises.

There are many sources available for your use via the internet, the library here on campus or the library at College Park, via interlibrary loan.  The Library can help you if you need assistance ordering a book from a different library.  I may periodically send out emails to you with websites including primary source or other interesting material.  I may include this as REQUIRED reading for the course, so make certain you check your email regularly.  As should be obvious to anyone in an upper division course, Plagiarism is WRONG and will result in an automatic “0” or F on the assignment and a possible failing of the course.  The maximum penalty at the university for plagiarism is a possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sakes, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  Please see me if you have any questions.

The most significant tip I have: do not turn in the first drafts of your papers.  That means you need to outline your ideas, write them down, and revise (and revise) them.  A first draft is not a final draft.  I will be looking for well-written papers with solid content.  Conveying ideas in a precise manner is one of the most important aspects of history and other fields. You must cite the sources you use – including e-texts and web-based information, as well as traditional forms of published information.

For your papers, I require you to use either footnotes or endnotes and follow the form denoted by Kate Turabian in the Chicago Manual of Style.  In addition, I expect all of your papers and essays to have a Thesis statement and a solid argument.  Your long research paper will require the use of at least 5 library secondary sources as well as some primary source material.  If you plan to use the paper for one of your major papers, you should have already taken (or currently be enrolled in) Proseminar, and then you should choose the longer option for the research paper.  You will be required to turn in a topic with a thesis statement and a bibliography in advance of the due date of the paper.  If you do not turn in the topic for pre-approval, your grade will automatically be deducted by at least one grade.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

The best learning environment is one based on mutual respect and trust.  However, the desire to achieve a good grade without doing the necessary work may tempt some students to cheat on exams or to represent the work of others as their own.  As should be obvious to anyone at Salisbury University, PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING ARE WRONG and are acts of “academic dishonesty.” The term “academic dishonesty” means a deliberate and deceptive misrepresentation of one’s own work. Instances of academic dishonesty include all, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Plagiarism: presenting as one’s own work, whether literally or in paraphrase, the work of another author.

(2) Turning in the same paper for multiple courses.

(3) Cheating on exams, tests, and quizzes; the wrongful giving or accepting of unauthorized exam material; and the use of illegitimate sources of information.

(4) Unsanctioned collaboration with other individuals in the completion of course assignments.

(5) Falsifying data and use of fraudulent methods in laboratory, field work, and COMPUTER WORK.

(6) Falsifying excuses for non-attendance or completion of assignments.

There are no mitigating circumstances to justify academic dishonesty. IF you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty or plagiarism, please ask – Ignorance is no excuse. Discovery of academic dishonesty will bring stiff penalties, including a failing grade for the assignment in question and possibly a grade of F for the course.  The maximum penalty at Salisbury University for plagiarism is possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sakes, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  
SYLLABUS

Required Readings: 

Rosalind Mitchison, A History of Scotland (primary Textbook)

Shakespeare, MacBeth (in William C. Carroll’s edition)

William Hamilton, Blind Harry’s Wallace

Jane Lewis, The Trial of Mary Queen of Scots

Christine Larner, Enemies of God

Additional documents assigned by the professor (will be handed out in class or sent via class email)

Recommended Readings:

Scoular Anderson, 1745 and All That
THE COURSE:

Week One, 8/31-9/1: 
Introduction & Background 

ASSIGNMENTS: 
Mitchison, pp. 1-17, 

            Lectures:
Intro to class & A trip around Scotland: Why take Scottish History?  And Isn’t Scotland Just North England?

Week Two, 9/6-9/8: 
Early Scotland: to Malcolm Canmore

ASSIGNMENTS:
Read Shakespeare, Macbeth, in Carroll

Lectures: 
Roman and Celtic Scotland, or MacBeth and all that: The formation of the 

kingdom of Scots;  The Early Scottish Church: Iona, St. Andrew, and St. 

Margaret.  The move to Dunkeld. & Malcolm Canmore.




*** Thursday, 8 September, Short Quiz on Scottish Geography.
Week Three, 9/13-9/15: The Independent Kingdom in its infancy

ASSIGNMENTS:
Mitchison, Chapter Two

Lectures:
Malcolm III Canmore and Queen Margaret, A Peaceful Norman Conquest???  The Reign of David I, Anglo Scottish Relations: 1100 - 1286 - A satellite kingdom? Early Medieval Scottish Society: Feudal system, town life, and the Highlands, The Growth of the Scottish Church: St. Andrews, Glasgow, and Rome. 

Weeks Four & Five, 9/20 – 9/29: The Wars of Independence

ASSIGNMENTS:
Mitchison, Chapter 3




http://www.constitution.org/scot/arbroath.htm 
Lectures:
The later House of Canmore, Malcolm IV - Alexander III, Margaret, Maid of Norway and the English Settlement, From Wallace to Bruce, The Declaration of Arbroath and the assertion of Independence




*** Tuesday 9/20: Evening Showing of Braveheart, place TBA

Week Six, 10/4-10/6:  Scotland in the Fourteenth Century (*** NO CLASS 10/6: Research/Reading  Day)

    ASSIGNMENTS:
Mitchison, Chapter 4

Lectures:
The kingly clan of Bruce, the Robert Stewarts, and the growth of parliament, The Auld Alliance and the Auld Enemie, James I

Week Seven 10/11-10/13:  The Fifteenth Century and the Jameses

     ASSIGNMENTS:
Mitchison, Chapter 5


Hamilton, entire book.

Lectures:
Royal Minorities and the Rise of the Barons, James III and the Age of Blind Harry (discussion), James IV & Perpetual Peace

*Due Option 1, Thesis Statement and Bibliography with 5 library & 1 primary source for research paper (Tuesday 11 October)

*Due Option 2, 3-5pp paper on Hamilton, Blind Harry’s Wallace (Thursday 13 October)

Week Eight, 10/18-20:  MIDTERM EXAM (***NO CLASS 20 October: Exam Recovery)


*Midterm Exam on 18 October.

Week Nine, 10/25-10/27 James V and the March to Reformation

ASSIGNMENTS:
Mitchison, Chapter 6, begin Chapter 7

Lectures:
 the Minority of James V, James V and Europe - Scotland and the European political scene, Scottish Renaissance Society and Culture; Another Royal Minority: The Two Maries and the Rough Wooing

Week Ten, 11/1-11/3:  The Scottish Reformation & Mary Stewart, Queen of Scots

     ASSIGNMENTS: 
Mitchison, Chapter 7




Lewis, pp. 53-63 (writings by Knox)







Carroll, pages to be announced

Lectures:
John Knox and the Scottish Reformation; Mary Stewart: The Personal Rule  & The Scottish Reformation

Week Eleven, 11/8-11/10:  Civil War, The Death of a Queen, and the Rise of Good King James

     ASSIGNMENTS: 
Mitchison, Chapter 8, begin Chapter 9




Lewis, Finish book




Carroll, pages to be announced
Lectures:
 Rebellion, Strife, and a game of Chess: All the King’s Horses and all the 


queen’s Men, Mary: In the end is my beginning; The solidification of Presbyterianism and the minority of James VI.

*** Option 2, Due 10 November, 3-5pp Paper on Document from the Lewis book
Week Twelve, 11/15-11/17:  James VI, Charles, the Union of Crowns & Governance by Pen

    ASSIGNMENTS: 
Mitchison, Chapters 9-10

Lecture 1:
James in Scotland and the Union of the Crowns: A Scottish Perspective


A monarchy but no monarch, Scotland 1603-1625: The further growth of Parliament; Charles I and the Bishop’s Wars

Week Thirteen, 11/22:  Scottish Culture: Golf, Whisky, and Haggis

   ASSIGNMENTS:
Begin Larner

Week Fourteen, 11/29-12/1: Witches, Civil War, and Restoration

    ASSIGNMENTS:
Mitchison,  Chapters 11-17




Finish Larner




Carroll, pages to be announced
Lecture 1:
Double Double Toil and Trouble: Witchcraft in Scotland (DISCUSSION); Civil Wars, Interregnum and Restoration & its effects; 

*** Option 2, Due 29 November, 3-5pp Paper on Larner.
Weeks Fifteen, 12/8-12/10:  Scotland in the 18th Century: The Union; Political Decline & Intellectual Rise; Bonnie Prince Charlie.  The Future of Scotland: Devolution

    ASSIGNMENTS:
Mitchison, Chapters 18-20


http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/~scotparl/union.html 


http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/ENLIGHT/WEALTH1.HTM

http://art-bin.com/art/oinqhum2.html 


http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1998/19980046.htm (Scotland 

Act 1998, Skim)


http://www.loyno.edu/history/journal/1998-9/Rivera.htm
Lectures:
The Darien Adventure, The Union of the Kingdoms; from the ’15 to the ’45, clearance, enlightenment, and Scotland today

* Option 1: Due 10 December, Research Paper

Final Exam:  Tuesday 13 December, 1.30-4.00pm
* Professor reserves the right to change information on this syllabus with prior notice in class


